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August 13, 2004

Mr. Joseph A. Berlesky

Healthcare Facilities Management Society of New Jersey
P O Box 95

Cranford, New Jersey 07016

Dear Mr. Berlesky:

1 am responding to your letter to Commissioner Clifton R. Lacy regarding the hot
water temperatures and the logbooks for life safety code inspections. | apologize for the
delay in this response. The issues you have raised have been taken into consideration and
the final determinations have been made.

There is no specific requirement in the regulation for the nursing homes to maintain
separate logbooks for facilities with shared life safety systems on the same campus. The
Department would agree that it is time intensive and a burden to maintain two sets of logs
for the same physical plant. We would accept one set of test logs per institution, and that
the records would clearly indicate what is shared and what is dedicated to either acute or
long-term care.

Currently, the Department is revisiting the hot water regulations for all our licensed
long-term care facilities. We are moving toward having the same acceptable range of hot
water temperatures that are consistent with the acute care requirements. The hot water
temperatures are being cited only if above 120 degrees.

Thank you for your comments. If you have any questions | can be reached at 609-
633-8980.

Sincerely,

4. 4y

Elinor Fritz
Director, Long Term Care
Assessment and Survey




