[image: image2.png]A m A



67A South Main Street









   Stockton, NJ   08559









   Tel  609-397-4106









   FAX 609-397-8774









   Toll Free  800-865-0133









   Email: rnr@criteriumlockatong.com
August 20, 2005

Mr. Joseph Berlesky, CHFM

President

Healthcare Facilities Management Society of New Jersey

Re:   ANOTHER VICTORY FOR HFMSNJ ON THE ADVOCACY FRONT
Dear Joe:

Frank DelGaudio just forwarded the following information on a subject that was of considerable concern to our membership. As you know, we took a strong advocacy position on this, as it would prohibit hospital staff from performing regular maintenance and testing of fire protection systems. In 2004 we wrote many letters to officials in New Jersey seeking revision and clarification to the proposed legislation.

It took a year but our efforts were successful. The explanatory material that was published with the final regulation is reprinted below.

Sincerely,
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Robert N. Roop, P.E.
Chairman, Advocacy Committee

CC: Frank DelGaudio
Subject: Proposed Amendment: N.J.A.C. 5:74-1.4, 2.1, 2.2, 2.3, and 2.10
 Standard for the Certification of Fire Protection Equipment Contractors - Proposed Amendments
The role of in-house employees
A particular concern was voiced by the Fire Protection Equipment Advisory Committee to the Department of Community Affairs regarding the adoption of N.J.A.C. 5:74 regarding routine maintenance, inspection, and testing of fire protection systems by building occupants/owners.  
The Committee expressed concern regarding mandated inspections and testing required by insurance carriers and authorities having jurisdiction (JCAHO).  Building occupants normally do these types of inspections, as they can be required as frequently as daily.  The Committee did not feel it was the intent of the legislation to restrict this practice nor to deny building occupants the opportunity to secure their fire protection system in the event of emergency situations.  Consequently, the Department of Community Affairs proposes to amend N.J.A.C. 5:74-2.2(a) to allow building occupants to perform routine daily, weekly and monthly inspections, maintenance, and testing and to do some emergency work as defined in amended N.J.A.C. 5:74-1.4.  Additionally, the definition of "fire protection contractor" would be amended to clearly indicate that in-house personnel would be contractors for the purposes of these rules if they performed other than routine maintenance, inspection or testing.  
 

A company employing such personnel, however, would not be required to get a permit for their in-house work.  N.J.A.C. 5:74-1.4 would also be amended to include a definition for "emergency work".
 

