3.        Update on EPA’s Lead Renovation, Repair, and Painting Rule – Deadlines Approach for Hospitals!  Renovation, repair, painting, and maintenance work can create lead hazards.  New EPA regulations require that beginning April 2010, most work in pre-1978 hospitals must be (1) performed by a lead-safe-certified firm, (2) supervised by a trained and certified renovator, (3) use only trained workers, and (4) use specified lead-safe work practices.  If work is done by in-house hospital staff, then the hospital would be considered a “renovation firm” under this program and must become certified.  Hundreds of firms have already been certified.  Firm certification is easy – hospitals need only submit a two-page form to EPA and pay the required fees.  The form, and associated material, is available on EPA’s website at http://epa.gov/lead/pubs/toolkits.htm#renovator.  In addition, over 6,000 individuals have already been trained and certified (Note:  both firm and individual supervisory renovator certification is required, which would affect hospital staff).  Certification for individual renovators is automatic upon successful completion of training.  Over 100 training firms (listed on the above website) have already been accredited to provide the specialized, one-day renovator training.  Get trained now to avoid the rush and potential delays!  Read about how to comply in EPA’s Small Entity Compliance Guide to Renovate Right (www.epa.gov/lead/pubs/sbcomplianceguide.pdf).  For more information, a list of accredited trainers, and Renovate Right, see EPA’s Lead Renovation website at http://epa.gov/lead/pubs/renovation.htm.
