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Presidents Message

As you know, we do not meet in July or August but we had significant events in these months.  In July we had a record turnout of members attending the ASHE Annual Convention in Boston, MA.  Both Oscar and I were honored to accept our SASHE designation at the opening ceremony.  I was fortunate to co present a session on Emergency Department Design as it is influenced by Emergency Preparedness.  We also brought home the Gold for the 17th year from the ASHE Levels of Affiliation Program.  Our Secretary and President-Elect who prepared the documents necessary for this honor did a great job.  Congratulations to both Ben and Rick.   In August we organized a field trip for the membership to Chubb Insurance Fire Protection Labs.  We got to chart fire pump curves and set off some sprinkler heads to extinguish different types of fires.  Thanks to our Education Chair for arranging this informative day.  In September, we reconvened and welcomed back our membership with a boiler and steam utilization presentation by Spirax/Sarco.

President Elect

I want to thank all our members for their continued support of our organization. Many of our members spend countless hours preparing programs, outings and other events. As we enter the winter please remember that the society has events planned a Holiday Party in 

December and added a regular meeting in November.

Committee Reports

Advocacy
Robert Roop, PE has authored a letter to the Commissioner of Health for our President to send requesting a change in the health code’s fire alarm system testing intervals.  We are requesting the Commissioner reduce the amount of testing so that the code will coincide with the NFPA 72 frequencies.  Your support is always helpful.  Feel free to drop a message of support to the Commissioner or e-mail Robert with your thoughts and comments at rnr@criteriumlockatong.com
Dale Woodin and the good folks at ASHE have also asked for our help by contacting George Mills of the JCAHO in order to ask that JCAHO develop a software tool to import PFI data from those of us who use electronic means of tracking this data.

Last, but not least, JCAHO has issued Sentinel Event #37 regarding emergency electrical power systems.  

Education
Benedict DiFranco, CHFM provided the membership with upcoming schedule of topics. October is reserved, as always, for Dave Uhaze, RA of the DCA and we added a regular meeting in November and moved the Holiday Party to December.  
Secretary 

Rick Ciullo wants all to know that elections are coming up and our President, President-Elect, Secretary and Treasurer are running for re-election.  Anyone wishing to hold office should contact Oscar Gonzales and get on the ballot.  Additionally, anyone wishing to change the Bylaws should submit proposals to the Secretary, in writing, for ratification by the membership.  Remember that the meeting minutes are available on our web site @ www.hfmsnj.org.
Social Justice
Now that the summer is over, Frank Keller is reminding all of us that coats will be needed for the homeless when the weather turns colder.

AD-Journal

Margaret Nesby is working on the new ad-journal, which will be distributed to the membership this fall. Please remember to be part of this great book it is much more than a booster book and is more like a blueprint for our organization.
 Food For Thought

As always we encourage all our members to join ASHE. Visit their web site @ www.ashe.org or take an application at one of the meetings. There is strength in numbers.
We also want to assist our members in obtaining their CHFM Certification…
Remember the society will assist you in paying for the test.
Final Thoughts

Best wishes to Tony Sterla during his recent illness and condolences to Jim Corueil who lost his dad.

Please make every effort to attend the monthly meetings. A lot of preparation goes into each program so we can bring you education you can put to use. If you are interested in helping out with ant of our committees or programs please contact one of the officers. You can keep current by visiting our web site @ www.hfmsnj.org.
